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LUKE 24:13-35
13 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What is this conversation which you are holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19 And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since this happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning 23 and did not find his body; and they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb, and found it just as the women had said; but him they did not see.” 25 And he said to them, “O foolish men, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He appeared to be going further, 29 but they urges him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed, and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were opened and they recognized him; and he vanished out of their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the scriptures?” 33 And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven gathered together and those who were with them, 34 who said, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
Two men walking on the road toward the village of Emmaus.  We can only imagine the sadness or the confusion in their conversation.  It’s a long walk, and they had much on their minds.

They had seen much in the past few days—How to make sense of it?

A few days ago, they saw the long drama of the multiple trials that their Lord had been put through.  They saw him spit on by Roman soldiers, laughed at, mocked, betrayed by his own, then they saw him die, publicly on a cross.

Of his death, there was no doubt.  But then they heard the strange accounts of what happened a few days later, accounts of a missing body, of reports of women saying he was not dead, but alive.  And these women were reputable.  They were not known for making things up, and besides that, what benefit would they have had from making up something like that?  You go around claiming someone is alive, and as soon as someone else finds the body, you’re exposed as a liar.  And it wasn’t the women only, but after them, also some men were reporting having seen Jesus alive.

What are we to make of it all?, the men must’ve thought.  

Are we to believe that the One we saw dead is actually no longer dead, but walked out of the tomb alive?  If that is true, what would that mean for us?  Will we see him, too?  In our world of death and fear, of confusion and tears, will we see the One who has broken the bonds of death and walked into eternal life?

These two men walking with each other to Emmaus, we can only imagine what they were trying to sort out in their own minds.


What will we see?  Are we any less confused by it all than these two men walking to Emmaus?

Do we not live in the same world as did they?  

There’s a reason we would want to see Jesus.  Because we look around in our world and we don’t see him—we see the opposite.

We are not unlike the two disciples in the text.  

They knew the injustice of this world all too well.  They had seen the worst.  They had seen how men can treat others with dishonesty, disrespect, even murderous hearts.  They had seen their Lord set up on false charges and crucified.  They had seen the worst of mankind, and death brought by evil men.

They would want to see Jesus, for he had been the opposite of everything they saw in their lives:

When the world gave unholiness, he was holy;

when men brought violence, he spoke peace;

when lies were spoken, he answered with truth;

when men were selfish and self-centered, He was considerate of others and showing love.

There’s a reason why they would want to see Jesus alive.  Because if Jesus walked up to them—if living, breathing Jesus, with a real, actual human body, like theirs, of flesh and blood, walked up to them and spoke with them, and was a friend to them, then life has crashed through the barrier of death, and death no longer has its hold.  All that these two men see around them that brings them despair, all that constricts them with fear so that they no longer know how to live in joy and hope, all that brings confusion to their faith, all this is pushed aside as easily as the angels pushed aside the stone covering the tomb, that the Lord of Life would then walk out into the world of death as the victor over death.

There’s a reason why they would want to see Jesus alive.  If he is alive, death has been defeated.


John 20:15:

While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 
We, too, want to see Jesus.  

As with the two men on the road to Emmaus, we want to see Jesus, for he is the opposite of everything we see around us, in our lives—when the world gives unholiness, he is holy;

where there is violence, he speaks peace;

when lies are spoken, he speaks truth;

when men are selfish and self-centered, he was considerate of others and showing love,

and when we see jealousy or hatred in our own hearts, or the desire to control others, in him we see kindness and grace, and the desire to serve others with gifts.

We want to see Jesus; but what keeps our eyes from recognizing him?  Why do we find ourselves so often fixated on the things of this world, which are nothing more than grass which fades away, or find ourselves in despair over our own sin, in fear over death?

It at first seems strange to us, counterintuitive to our sinful flesh, but through the Law, the Lord keeps us from recognizing him.

The Law is that which finds us out in our sin, has us looking for our own ways out, and leaves us in shame.  By the Law, the Lord brings us no comfort or hope, but only despair and fear.  And a person in despair and fear, trying to live by the Law, is not able to see Jesus.


John 20:30:

[Jesus] went in to stay with them. When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed, and broke it, and gave it to them. And their eyes were opened and they recognized him.
In our world, in our sinful lives, we cannot see Jesus.  The Law allows only a view of everything that is under the Law, and, under the Law, the unholy one does not look upon the Holy One.

But Jesus is risen.  He has atoned for our sin on the cross, and in his resurrection, he has overcome death, which is the full delivery of the Law.

Now, with Jesus resurrected, with the Holy One of God walking around in his living body, it is the Gospel.  He shows himself to the sinner.  He has his Gospel preached in the church, and he is there, in that word, coming to the sinner, revealing himself to the eyes of faith.  He gathers his people to his Holy Table, and in the bread and the wine, that is, in his crucified and now resurrected Body and Blood, he opens our eyes.  

We see him, here, among us, his Body and Blood sanctifying us, forgiving our sins, binding us to himself, so that just as he is living, so his people, too, are living eternally.

We can’t see this with eyes of flesh, with eyes living under the Law, but with eyes of faith, we see him, Jesus, speaking to us his word of forgiveness, coming to us in the breaking of the bread, giving us life.


John 20:29:

[The two men] urged [Jesus] strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” 
The prayer of the two men to Jesus is, “Stay with us.”

He has revealed himself to them in the words of the prophets, and now they cannot do without him, for he is life.

He has revealed himself to us and our families, too; in having his word spoken to us, in coming to us in the breaking of the bread, and now we cannot do without him, for he is life to us.

Stay with us, Lord Jesus, is our prayer.

As we leave your Service where we have heard your word of forgiveness, Stay with us, as we go out into the world.

As we speak to our neighbor who is hurting, Stay with us Lord Jesus, for your Word alone gives comfort.

As we see our own fear of death, as we despair of our sin, Stay with us, Lord Jesus, for you alone are life, and you are the forgiver of all sin.

As we go to our vocations in life, as the father works to feed the family, as the mother changes the diaper, Stay with us Lord Jesus, for it is through the work of our hands and the tasks of our lives that you are bringing food to families, providing home and shelter, supplying people with medical care, with good roads, with justice in the courts, and with all the other things ordered in our daily lives by which you give provision and safety to us and to our neighbors.

Stay with us, Lord Jesus, for we find you in your Word, you reveal yourself to us in your Sacrament, and we can find life nowhere else but in you.


And that prayer is answered.  For so Jesus gave it to us and our children in Baptism when he said, “Behold, I am with you always, even until the end of the age.”

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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